Where skate
meets hip-hop
meets rock 'n’ roll

By Anthony Victor Reyes
ARIZONA DAILY STAR

Mufaddal Dawood-
bhoy wants to bring the
record-store vibe back.

And he’s doing it with
fashion.

“When we started out,
we wanted to make a place
where people can come
and talk about music,” said
Dawoodbhoy, 28, whose
family owns the clothing
store Dress Code. “We
started out in an era where
record stores started to
fade away and that whole
record-store environment
isnomore. I am trying to
bring that back”

Dawoodbhoy and his
brothers, Murtza and Mus-
tafa, opened Dress Code in
2006 after moving from Los
Angelesin 2005.

The store, at 2636 E.
Broadway, features duds in-
spired by music from across
generations and genres.

“It could look like
distressed jeans with an
old-school rock shirt, it
could look like some raw,
slim-fit khakis with a
science-based, like Imag-
inary Foundation, T-shirt
with an over shirt over it,
it could be a lot of things,”
said Dawoodbhoy about the
music-inspired fashion.
“You can’t forget about
the Chuck Taylors and the
Vans?”

Dawoodbhoy believes
that the locally owned
clothing store can bring
back the culture of record
stores by allowing music
lovers from all generations
to come in to the store and
share their love of music.

The store carries more
than 48 brands in the store,
and does about 90 percent
of its sales online. Dawood -
bhoy thinks the larger

Dress Code carries streetwear and band paraphernalia inspired by music from across gener-
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A KR3W cap, Sullen shirt and Herschel bag complete a look at Dress Code, 2636 E. Broad-
way. The Dawoodbhoy family opened the store in 2006 after moving here from Los Angeles.

Music-fashion shop
hasrecord-store feel

Store owner Mufaddal Dawoodbhoy cradles a pair of Vans
with the image of John Lennon.

DRESS CODE

2636 E. Broadway,

325-0186

tucsondresscode.com

* Hours: 11 a.m.-7:30 p.m.
Mondays-Saturdays

variety allows Dress Code to
reflect on how people listen
to music today.

“In the last few years, the
way the music industry has
changed and how music
is distributed, it makes
listening and discovering
new music so easy,” he
said. “So when kids start
listening, they are not as
closed as much as they were
before, they are exploring a
lot more. They will listen to
rap. They will listen to rock.
They listen to every genre”

Dress Code aims to mix
these different genres and
generations of music-driv-
en fashion and create some-
thing unique.

“Most stores focus on
one thing,” said Dawood-
bhoy. “Over here, we feel
skate and music blend very
well. We believe hip-hop
and rock blend really well.
Someone who skates also
likes Lil Wayne. Some-
one who skates also likes
Avenged Sevenfold. If you
are focusing just on skating,
it doesn’t make sense. Mu-
sic just brings everything
together”

ations and genres. Above is an Imaginary Foundation T-shirt.

MINIMUM $250 PURCHASE AFTER
DISCOUNT. EXPIRES 4/20/14.
Not valid in conjunction with
any other offers, coupons or specials.

Excludes all previous purchases.

Locally owned and operated for 35 years in Tucson
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Music also is a clue to
what his customers want.

“Thave customers
coming in every Saturday,”
he said. “One of the first
things we ask customers
when they are looking for a
T-shirt is what kind of mu-
sic they listen to. So we can
recommend them, not only
T-shirts that we have with
that band, but also T-shirts
that they may like just from
the top of our head. If they
like Metallica they may like
Megadeth shirts”

The music theme makes
sense for the family. The
brothers have always been
close, and music was a
common bond.

“We always shared music
taste and we also shared
the same fashion taste, so
it just made sense to make
something like this,” said
Dawoodbhoy. “It takes a
family to make something

DESIGNER OPEN HOUSE

» What: Tucson designers Laura Tanzer,
Ashley Bowman and Charlene Hock reno-
vated their studios to create a boutiquelike
atmosphere to highlight their handmade
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ou can ooh and

ahh over one-

of-a-kind cre-
ations fromlocal cloth-
ing and jewelry artists
Saturday.

The Designer Open
House, 5-9 p.m. Sat-
urday, features the
work of Laura Tan-
zer, who’s known for
modern pieces made
of natural fabrics, and
mother-daughter team
Ashley Bowman and
Charlene Hock, who
create bold, handmade
fashion jewelry.

Kristen Cook

clothing and jewelry.
» When: 5-9 p.m. Saturday
» Where: 19 E. Toole Ave.
« Cost: Admission is free.

like this.”

With their love for music
and fashion, the Dawood-
bhoy family believes that
music-driven fashion is
something that Tucson has
never seen before.

“We mix brands, we
mix music with brands,
we mix different genres
and (people) haven’t seen
anything like this, not even
inL.A.] he said. “We have
something that is unique,
not only in Tucson, but
nationwide.”

these.

Napoleon Dynamite would love

The Tater Tots-loving hero of the
eponymous movie would drool over
the “totchos” from May’s Counter.
The eatery takes the idea of nachos but
swaps chips for a pile of crispy, golden
potato puffs that are smothered with
moist pulled chicken, rich sour cream,
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Totchos from May’s Counter — a plate of this good stuff will set you back $9.

kicky jalapefios and black olives.

This is how you rev up an appetite
— although we don’t recommend you
stuff ’em in your pocket.

$9 at May’s Counter, 2045 E.
Speedway, 327-2421, mayscounter.
com

Kristen Cook

AL & W IDESE
to Friends of the Pima County Public Library

Your donation is Tax-Deductible.
Proceeds from the sale of donated books fund
the library programs and services

HOURS - Monday - Saturday::9am - noon

We can arrange pick-up service for donations of 5 or more boxes

2230 N. Country Club Rd.
520.795.3763
www.pimafriends.com
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NEW LOCATION rii
We sell items that are truly for all tastes. e
Where you will find things you didn’t know 'f:}(; f
you needed and now desperately want. . . —u

Come join us at our monthly R
Farmers Market Every 3" Saturday ”
Small Miracle Craft Mall

6062 N. Oracle Rd. ( | »)
Tucson Arizona 85704 ( ( ‘
520-440-2567

www.smallmiraclecraft.com
Closed Sunday & Mondays
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