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Old West Studio, a Western 

re-enactment stage, burned 
to the ground April 11 at the 
same location as Six Gun City 
Restaurant and Bar that burned 
down in 2010.

After an investigation that 
ended the morning after, the 
cause of the fire was listed as 
undetermined, fire officials 
said.

“It may have been a cigarette 
that got tossed,” said Tomb-
stone Marshal Jeff Mitchell, 
adding that no accelerants were 
found. “It’s a fire investigation, 
not a criminal investigation.”

The fire broke out at 4:15 
p.m. on the corner of Fifth and 
Toughnut streets.

“What we had was a fire in 
the western part of the theater 

and by the time fire units got 
on scene, the fire was fully 
evolved,” said Whetstone Fire 
Chief Peter Bidon, whose sta-
tion responded.

Tombstone Fire Department 
officials said there were no 
signs of suspicious or foul play 
in the blaze.

“There is not electrical pow-
er to the set. There is no elec-
trical wires on that property, so 
for the most part we can rule 
out an electrical fire,” Bidon 
said.

Steven Compton, who man-
ages the gunfights at the stu-
dio, said that the actors did not 
see any potential signs of fire 
on April 11.

“We finished our third show 
and we checked the set and we 
didn’t see anything wrong, so 
we locked up and left,” Comp-
ton said.

Compton said he received a 
call about the fire 20 minutes 
after he left the studio.

Departments from Tomb-
stone, Whetstone, Huachuca 
City and St. David responded 
with more than 40 personnel, 

four engines, three rescue and 
two support vehicles. The fire 
was out by 5:30 p.m.

In December 2010, fire de-
stroyed Six Gun City in a 
blaze, the cause of which was 
also never determined.

Fire destroys gunfight studio
Blaze flares up at the same location for 
the second time in four years.

By Anthony Victor Reyes
The Tombstone Epitaph

 
This Easter, Tombstone 

church leaders are hosting a 
joint celebration that started 
with Maundy Thursday and 
includes Good Friday and 
Easter Sunday services.

The idea is to bring the 
community together despite 
religious differences. Tomb-
stone’s religious leaders be-
lieve that Easter is a time 
where residents can work to 
better the entire community.

“(The people of Tomb-
stone) can be united for the 
good of the city,” said the 
Rev. William Louis Gyure 
of the Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church.

 “This is kind of showing 
the people that even though 
we might be different, we 
could be unified in our com-
mon purposes,” said Gyure, 
also known as Father Bill. 
“Because of that, we are get-
ting together. It is a lead on 

for them doing the same.”
On Good Friday April 18, 

Sacred Heart Church, Saint 
Paul’s Episcopal Church 
and Tombstone Community 
Congregational Church will 
host a homily at the Catho-
lic Church on the corner of 
Sixth and Safford streets.

Gyure said the service 
would draw from the Bi-
ble and include devotional 
songs. Pastor Tina Squire of 
Tombstone Community Con-
gregational United Church 
of Christ and the Rev. Rick 
Ward of St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church will participate in the 
services.

Other churches participat-
ing include the Assembly of 
God Church, First Baptist 
Church and Tombstone Cow-
boy Church, both of whom 
will host a joint sunrise Eas-
ter service at Tombstone’s 
City Park on Sunday.

Tombstone’s churches have 
a working relationship year-
round that includes leaders 
meeting Wednesdays at the 
Longhorn Restaurant to dis-
cuss ways to work together.

“Having a common meeting 
keeps us all together, instead of 
each one going their separate 
ways and duplicating efforts,” 
Gyure said.

The Rev. Gyure and his fel-
low ministers believe that the 
churches have an important 
role for Tombstone itself.

“(The food bank) is no longer 
run by the city, it is run by the 
churches of the town. So again 
all the charity work done in 
the town is slowly being taken 
over by the churches,” he said.

Churches join for 
Easter celebrations

If you go:
Good Friday
Stations of the Cross/

Homily
Sacred Heart Church, St. 

Paul’s Episcopal Church 
and Tombstone Com-
munity Congregational 
Church

Time: Noon
Location: Sacred Heart 

Church, on the corner 
of Sixth and Safford 
streets.

Easter Sunday
Sunrise Service with 

Tombstone Cowboy 
Church and the First 
Baptist Church begins 
at 5:30 a.m. at Tomb-
stone City Park, cor-
ner of Third and Allen 
streets.

For a full schedule of 
services go to:

arizonasonoranews-
service.com/category/

Anthony Victor Reyes / The Tombstone 
Epitaph

The Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church will host a Good 
Friday homily at noon.
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Fire ravaged the Old West Studio on April 10. After an investigation, fire officals still haven’t determined the cause. 
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All that remains of the Old West Studio re-enactment 
stage is melted bleachers and piles of burnt wood. 

Animal control gets new ride
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The newly designed Humvee was given to the city 
by the military. 

By William Breceda
The Tombstone Epitaph

Karl Uterhardt, superintendent of 
Tombstone Unified School District, 
may well return next school year as 
TUSD superintendent.

Uterhardt was one of four finalists 
interviewed by the Sierra Vista Unified 
School District school board Saturday, 
at a community “Meet the Candidates” 
event. Among the other finalists were 
current SVUSD interim superinten-
dent Kriss Hagerl, Randall Gilson, su-
perintendent of South Central Unified 
School District in Nebraska and Scott 
Roppe, principal of Village Meadows 
Elementary school in Sierra Vista.

Tuesday, the board voted, 3-2, to 
offer the superintendent position to 
Hagerl. Hagerl and the board will meet 
for contract negotiations said Carol 
Jordahl, executive secretary of the su-
perintendent.

Uterhardt said he was disappointed 
but he loves TUSD.

The plan now, Uterhardt said, is to 
continue as usual, keep an eye out for 
other interesting opportunities, and con-
tinue to better TUSD. In this past school 
year, Uterhardt has applied for five new 
positions. “Right now, after last night, 
I’m at three silver medals.”

This year Uterhardt has also applied 
for positions at Dysart Unified School 
District in Phoenix, Rio Rico High 
School in Rio Rico and Payson Unified 
School District in Payson.

Wednesday, Uterhardt interviewed 
at Palominas School District. The PSD 
school board convened after candidate 
interviews to potentially enter con-
tract negotiations with a candidate. As 
of press time a decision had not been 
reached.

For updates, go to the Tombstone 
Epitaph page at arizonasonoranews-
service.com.

Superintendent could be 
returning to TUSD next year
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By Stephanie Caffall and 
Maci Hidalgo

The Tombstone Epitaph

For frequent visitors 
slithering and prancing into 
town, a new law enforce-
ment vehicle is following 
behind them.    

In Tombstone, wild ani-
mals find temporary homes 
in the cracks of the wooden 
sidewalks, the doorways 
of shops and, on occasion, 
the doorsteps of residents’ 
homes. They also regularly 
make a meal out of resi-
dents’ garbage and pets.

This is when James Ev-
eretts, the head of animal 
control, springs to action 
as the driver of the new 
Humvee. Everetts, whose 
nickname is “Rattler,” is 
also code enforcer for the 
Marshal’s Office. The Mar-

shal’s Office was given the 
military vehicle from gov-
ernment surplus.

“(The Humvee) was 
put on the road about two 
months ago,” Everetts said. 
“I designed it, with a friend 
and my son. It was all cam-
ouflage, but we changed 
it.” 

The “Tombstone Mar-
shal” armored military 
vehicle looks for these an-
imals on the prowl:  rattle-
snakes, javelinas, bobcats, 
mountain lions and deer, 
not only in the city’s limits, 
but also in the desert out-
skirts. 

“They crawl over here 

frequently,” Everetts said. 
“Honestly rattlesnakes re-
ally never hibernated this 
year because it didn’t get 
very cold.” 

According to Everetts, 
there have recently been a 
lot of sightings and phone 
calls placed through dis-
patch to remove rattle-
snakes from Tombstone. 
They are taken three miles 
outside of town. 

Opening the back hatch 
of the Humvee, Everetts 
pointed to and explained 
some of the equipment 
he uses while on the road. 
Some of the useful tools in-
clude: a bucket and snake 
stick and a large crate used 
to carry some animals. 

Everetts further ex-
plained that the Humvee 
will need to have a gated 
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By Jessica Dollin 
The Tombstone Epitaph

Online shopping is a tool some local 
stores in Tombstone use to expand their 
business and allow visitors to continue 
contributing to the economy from far 
away. 

Spur Western Wear is one of the local 
stores to offer an online element to the 
shopping experience. The online shop 
has been available for three years. 

 “We don’t have a lot of European 
sales, but a lot from England, Australia, 
quite a few from Germany. Certain ar-
eas seem to be better than others,” own-
er Sonja Nerud, said, 
adding  that a consider-
able number of orders 
are from Canada.

Silver Hills Trading 
Co., which sells South-
western jewelry, books 
and gifts also has an 
online shop in addition 
to its Allen Street loca-
tion. Some of the items 
on its site range from a 
$1.98 saguaro cactus 
golf tee to a $139.98 
stuffed rattlesnake. 

A majority of the sales from Silver 
Hills Trading Co. come from the East 
Coast. 

Tombstone is a tourist town, so online 
shopping allows customers to continue 
to Tombstone once the trip is over. 

The chain store Original Red Dirt 
Shirt, is another Tombstone locale that 
uses e-commerce. The Tombstone shop 
is one of seven locations, but customers 
can order Tombstone specific merchan-
dise from the website. 

The Original Red Dirt Shirt shop is 
the only store with online shopping in 

Tombstone that offers free shipping. 
Nerud said, “If we have a customer 

who has a very large order, we usu-
ally refund their shipping costs for over 
$100.”

Barbara Brown, owner of WM Brown 
Holster Co. said she decided to add an 
e-commerce element to her business be-
cause “customers are used to it because 
they buy a lot of product online.” Most 
of the online customers who come to her 
shop come from out of state and as far as 
Germany, France, Italy and Spain. 

The process of managing orders, 
maintaining the website and shipping is 
a full time job. 

 “It takes time. I usually 
spend a couple of hours a 
day with it,” Brown said. 

 “I’d never done any-
thing on a computer so I 
had to learn to put all my 
product on there,” Ner-
ud said, noting that she 
employs someone who 
helps handle shipping 
and receiving. 

“We could probably 
be bigger if we did have 
some people that handled 

it completely, but at this point this is just 
about right for us,” she said. 

Nerud said she considers the online 
shop to be an entirely independent. 

“We have three physical stores 
and the web store is our fourth. 
The web store has a combination 
of everything, each one of them 
has the flavor of the community,” 
she said. 

Companies like Microsoft, 
American Express and HP have 
specific programs designed to help 
small businesses maintain an on-
line presence for customers.

Tombstone businesses 
expand online presence

By Courtney Johnson
The Tombstone Epitaph

Goodenough Mine Tours 
offers people the opportu-
nity to explore Tombstone’s 
intricate mine system and 
to learn about the city’s rich 
history. But be forewarned: 
You will get dirty.

The mine tours are lo-
cated by the Million Dollar 
Stope at Fifth and Tough-
nut streets. The stope runs 
underground along Tough-
nut, and got its name after 
a million-dollars worth of 
silver was pulled from the 
mine. 

Senior tour guide Carey 
Granger helped institute all 
three of the tours offered by 
Goodenough. When Grang-
er first started working for 
the mines, it was nothing 
but an asphalt parking lot. 
After seven years, it is now 

a major tourist attraction. 
The mines also serve as 

an educational experience, 
whether you want to learn 
about history, or rocks. 
Mining students from the 
University of Arizona usu-
ally take field trips to study 
the underground rocks, 
Granger said.

“There’s 300 miles of 
underground working, you 

can spend your whole life 
exploring and not see ev-
erything,” he said. 

Granger has been work-
ing with rocks for years, 
and he moved to Tomb-
stone from Utah in 2002 to 
start a jeep tour business. 
When that didn’t work out, 
he decided to switch from 
jeeps to mines. 

James Zuvella refers to 
himself as the “tour guide 
extraordinaire” when he 
leads the 45-minute tour. 
They call it the Good 
Enough Tour “because it 
is just good enough,” said 
Zuvella, who once worked 
as a character guide for 
Disney including Captain 
Hook and Tigger.

He offers lively and kid-
friendly tours highlighted 
by his rendition of the Sev-
en Dwarfs theme song from 
“Snow White.”

Brian Yourich and his 
wife, Susan, visited Tomb-
stone from Milwaukee, 
Wisc., and said they en-
joyed Zuvella’s enthusi-
asm. Brian Yourich said he 

found the tour informative, 
and that it was a good way 
to spend his time in Tomb-
stone. 

Granger also gives lon-
ger versions of the tour: 
the Tough Nut tour takes 
three hours and the Girard 
System Extreme Tour will 
keep you busy for seven 
hours.

The Tough Nut tour was 
created after the mines 
flooded back in 2012, and 
last April Marines from Fort 
Huachuca volunteered to 
help Granger fix the damage. 
Over eight days, they moved 
450 wheelbarrows of dirt.

The longer tours are more 
physically taxing. You 
have to crawl through tight 
spaces and descend about 
400 feet underground. You 
need reservations for either 
of those tours, but you can 
just show up for the Good 
Enough tour. 

With summer approach-
ing, the mines are a pleasant 
escape from the blistering 
heat. The temperature hov-
ers at about 67 degrees.

Viewing Tombstone 
beneath the surface
Tours  look at 
city’s rich  
mining history

By Alex P. Wainwright
The Tombstone Epitaph

Tombstone has joined opposition 
against legislation that would re-
quire Cochise County to expand the 
Board of Supervisors by two.

State Senator Gail Griffin, a Re-
publican representing District 25, 
originally introduced SB1483 to re-
quire any county with a population 
of 125,000 or greater to have a board 
of supervisors with five members. 
Cochise County, with 131,000 resi-
dents, has three elected supervisors.

The Arizona Legislature later 
amended the bill to mandate that 
when a county has a population of 
150,000 or greater, voters from the 
county could choose to increase to a 
five-member board.

Anne English, Cochise District 
2 Supervisor, said this legislation 
is directed specifically at Cochise 
County. She said Cochise has done 
well with three supervisors and that 
creating more expenses to represent 
fewer people would not benefit the 
county.

“Why do we need this? No one 
has petitioned to put this on the bal-
lot,” said Supervisor English. “I am 
surprised that Senator Griffin would 
force us to increase government.”

Councilman Don Taylor said that 
he was most concerned about where 
the funding might be cut to pay the 
$250,000 to $300,000 needed to sup-
port the new positions. That money 
would be used for salaries and relat-
ed support expenses, including staff.

Taylor said he was worried the 
money might come from the Co-
chise road project, which would cut 
the program’s funding by about 33 
percent.

Councilwoman Stacey Korbeck-
Reeder said she was concerned that 
the existing districts would be split 
if Cochise College’s precincts are 
used as guidelines for the new coun-
ty districts.

“Tombstone and other rural areas 
in Cochise County would be under-
served,” she said.

 Senator Griffin defended her posi-
tion, saying, “I feel it is good govern-
ment to have a five-member board. 
It allows the supervisors easier com-
munication with the citizens as well 
as other members of the board.”

She added that the current board 
members would be responsible for 
deciding how the county would be 
split if voters chose to increase the 
size of the board. She also said that 
the money could not be taken from 
the road fund but did not specify 
where it would come from.

Sierra Vista passed a similar reso-
lution on March 27.

The amended version of SB1483 
has passed in the House and Senate 
and is awaiting final deliberations 
before the final vote in the Senate. 

City opposes bigger  
governing board

 By Ashley Reid
The Tombstone Epitaph

Wyatt’s Coffee House, the only 
shop in town that sells specialized 
coffee and espresso beverages, has 
been busy since it opened a few 
weeks ago. 

The store is connected to the Wyatt 
Earp Theater and a bed and breakfast 
that is set to open in three weeks.

The quality of the rooms and the 
amenities are going to be what sets 
this bed and breakfast apart from the 
others in Tombstone, said manager 
Mark Duke.

Duke, who is from Oxford, Eng-
land, moved to town two years ago 

after working in construction. He 
decided to renovate the vacant build-
ing on Third Street and create some-
thing that both fits in and stands out in 
Tombstone.

“It’s all related to the Wild West, 
but it’s still modern,” Duke said.

The bed and breakfast has three 
rooms and a parlor upstairs above the 
coffee house. Guests will be able to 
walk downstairs to order coffee and 
food off the menu.

Everything is decorated and styled 
in 1800s Western theme. Duke has 
scoured websites to find the perfect 
furnishings for the bed and breakfast.

All of the coffee served at the house 
is roasted in Bisbee, Duke said.

“Everything is very local,” he 
said.

The house serves a variety of 
drinks such as lattes, americanos, 
cappuccinos and, of course, coffee.

Duke’s favorite thing on the bev-
erage menu is the house coffee, 
served black.

“We don’t do all of the cream and 
sugar in England,” said Duke.

As construction on the bed and 
breakfast and coffee house pro-
gresses, so will the menu. Duke 
said there are plans to install ov-
ens.

Daniel Torres, who has been help-
ing with the construction phase of 
the process, will be the main chef.  

Java lovers get jolt at new shop 

“Customers are 
used to it be-
cause they buy 
a lot of product 
online. ”

- Barbara Brown
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Suggested Cochise College 
precincts.

Humvee
continued from Page 1
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Tombstone’s mines offer cool relief for tourists during the hot spring and summer months. 

separation installed. This barrier will separate the animals 
from the driver, and ensure safety.  Currently, the Humvee 
only allows for the transportation of snakes and domesti-
cated pets. 

“If bobcats, mountain lions or rattlesnakes get in town, 
and school is in, my first concern is the middle school. I 
also worry about younger kids walking home from school,” 
Everetts said. 

According to Everetts, coyotes and javelinas have been 
strolling through Tombstone more often than ever before.

“This is the first time, though, that I’ve really had a prob-
lem (with house pets getting attacked by coyotes). A couple 
times they even stole people’s dogs,” Everetts said. 

While out in the desert terrain, Everetts looks for foot-
prints and also sets booby-trap trails to distract animals 
from town. 

“By doing this, [animals] usually stray further away from 
town.  I also pick up rocks, rub them on my hands, and 
then throw them back so when (animals) pick up the human 
scent, they get nervous and go a different way,” Everetts 
said. 

Courtney Johnson/ The Tombstone 
Epitaph

Tour guide James Zu-
vella takes people into 
the mines. 


